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The King determined that he would at any rate
fall back no farther than was absolutely necessary.
He took up a strong position three leagues from
Rouen, and there awaited the feudal militia he had
already summoned to his standard, and the troops
dispersed in the neighbouring towns. On the next
day 1,500 of the Norman gentry rode into camp, and
before the week was out (April 26th) he was once
more at the head of 18,000 infantry and 6?ooo cavalry.
Meanwhile Parma and Mayenne had destroyed the
siege works, entered Rouen in triumph, reinforced
the garrison and relieved the necessities of the
inhabitants. Parma wished to attack the King at
once before he had collected his forces ; but Mayenne
persisted that Rouen was only half relieved so long
as the Royalists held Caudebec and commanded the
navigation of the riven Caudebec accordingly was
invested on the 24th of April and surrendered on
the 26th. Parma, while directing the attack, had been
wounded in the arm. Without changing counte-
nance he continued to point out how his batteries
should be placed. But his physical endurance was
not equal to his courage; high fever set in, and he
was obliged to leave the command to Mayenne, who,
as soon as Caudebec had surrendered, took up his
quarters at Ivetot, a few miles to the north.

When the King found himself at the head of an
army superior in numbers to the enemy, he marched
round their rear and threatened their communica-
tions with Havre and Lillebonne. Constant engage-
ments were fought from April 28th to May gth in
which the Royalists had the upper hand. The sup-